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Ladies Only
Drive

Drive Your
Porsche Day

DE #4
Waterford Hills

Group	  Drive	  to	  Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  	  

October	  22,	  2020	  
	  

What	  is	  the	  Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  (October	  23	  –	  25)?	  

The	  Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  is	  a	  collection	  of	  Porsche	  enthusiasts	  from	  all	  around	  North	  
America,	  coming	  together	  to	  drive	  the	  mountain	  roads	  and	  enjoy	  their	  cars	  the	  way	  they	  

were	  meant	  to	  be	  driven.	  The	  legendary	  Tail	  of	  the	  Dragon	  and	  surrounding	  roads,	  
considered	  by	  most	  to	  be	  the	  greatest	  driving	  roads	  in	  the	  United	  States,	  are	  the	  perfect	  

place	  to	  see	  what	  your	  Porsche	  was	  designed	  for.	  	  

	  

	  
For	  more	  information	  on	  Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  and	  registration*,	  please	  visit:	  

www.rennsportdragonrally.com	  	  

SEMPCA	  is	  arranging	  a	  drive	  together	  to	  Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  starting	  location.	  We	  are	  
planning	  on	  starting	  the	  journey	  in	  the	  morning	  of	  October	  22nd.	  Hotel	  group	  booking	  and	  rate	  
are	  available.	  

For	  more	  information	  on	  hotel,	  drive	  and	  event	  registration,	  please	  contact:	  

• Lucas	  Phan	  (lucas.a.phan@gmail.com	  or	  248-‐787-‐8611)	  
• Jim	  Williams	  (jbwcfp@gmail.com	  or	  248-‐561-‐8301)	  	  

	  
*Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  registration:	  Limited	  spaces,	  please	  consider	  signing	  up	  soon	  

Group Drive to
Rennsport Dragon Rally

Fall Color 
Tour
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President’s
Column

President’s
Column

Back to Normal!

Dear SEM Members

Summer is here, but the “normal” as we know it isn’t. In 
my opinion we will not see the old “normal” for a long 
time, maybe never. Right now we have to live with the 
“intermediate normal”, which drastically effects how the 
Club runs its events from Drivers Education to Driving 
Tours and social gathering. This last weekend we had 
our Annual Picnic and Concours. It was raining “cats and 
dogs” on my way to Springdale Park on Strathmore Road 
in Bloomfield Hills. Around 9:30am the rain got very light, 
it started to get warm and was drying up. At the end of the 
day it was a very nice and sunny day with a good turnout. 
Almost everybody that signed up showed up. Thank you 
Patti and Jerry Door, Fred Young, Lucas Phan and Chris 
Bohr for organizing another great event and providing 
helping hands in this difficult times.

The Concours participants prepared their cars very well. 
Almost every model was represented, from 911s, Caymans, 
Boxsters and 928s to Panameras. The participants got some 
insight into what happens at a Concours on a National 
level like Parade next year in French Lick, IN. I’m looking 
forward to next year’s Picnic and Concours.

Porsche mourns the death of Hans Mezger 
Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG mourns the death of Hans 
Mezger. The legendary engineer died on June 10, 2020 at 
the age of 90.
Porsche owes him for not only the Porsche 911’s air-
cooled, six-cylinder boxer engine, but also the overall 
construction of the 917 and its twelve-cylinder engine as 
well as his creation of the TAG Turbo Formula One engine. 
For more than three decades, Hans Mezger was responsible 
for Porsche’s most successful racing cars and engines. “The 
news of his death represents a very sad loss for us. Our 
thoughts are with his family,” says Michael Steiner, Member 
of the Executive Board, Research and Development. “We 
thank Hans Mezger for his extraordinary engineering 
achievements, which he has done for motorsport in general 
and for Porsche in particular. His innovations for our series 
sports cars will remain unforgotten forever.”
Hans Mezger was born on November 18, 1929 in 
Ottmarsheim, a small village near Ludwigsburg on the 
outskirts of Stuttgart. The youngest of five children, 
his parents ran a country inn. Art and culture were very 
important to the Mezger household. From an early age, 
airplanes and flying also fascinated the young Hans, and 
he occasionally undertook a trip to Kirchheim/Teck with a 
group of gliding enthusiasts from his neighborhood.

Roger Tayloe working hard on his 1984 911 Michael Cohen, Marlene Thav and Mark Vander Eyk socializing 
while Gianluigi Gennari is cleaning the wheels on his 2017 911 4S Targa.

By GRETUS HOOGESTRAAT



SEPTEMBER 2020 n P4 n 5

Hans Mezger decided to study mechanical engineering at 
the Technical University, now the University of Stuttgart. 
However, at this time the universities were very crowded 
because the young men who had returned from the war 
were given preferential treatment for admission. Hans 
Mezger used the university requirement for a twelve-month 
internship to practice numerous stages such as machining, 
welding, model making and a few weeks in the grey cast 
iron and aluminum foundry. At that time he was riding a 
motor scooter, an NSU Lambretta. Apart from his brother’s 
250 cc DKW it was his first and last motorized bike. He 
rode the Lambretta until 1960  when he bought an old and 
quite worn-out 356. It was not until years later that he came 
into contact with motorized bikes again. In the late 1970s 
he was involved in an early Porsche-Harley collaboration 
for the Harley-Davidson V-Rod engine.

Hans Mezger joined Porsche on October 1, 1956
He started in the calculation department, responsible for 
valve control of all engines.
1960–1962 Move to the Porsche Formula 1 project team. 
Collaboration in engine and chassis design.
1963 Design of the 901/911 engine. Responsible for design 
and further development of all racing engines.
1965 Design and project management of the Ollon-Villars 
Spyder. Management of the newly established department 
for race car design.
1966–1970 Design of the 910, 907, 908, 917, 2-litre four-
cylinder engine for the 914 production sports car.
1971–1973 CanAm race cars 917/10 and 917/30 with 
turbocharging.
1974–1976 Design, development and further development 
of six-cylinder turbo engines and the Type 935 and 936 race 
cars.

1977–1978 Development of the water cooling and four-
valve concept for the Type 935 and 936 six-cylinder turbo 
engines.
1977–1980 Design of the four-cylinder engine for Harley-
Davidson. Development of the Indy engine based on the 
Type 935/936. Further development of the 935/936 race 
cars and engines.
1981–1982 Development of a 2.65-litre engine based on 
the 935/936 for Group C (956/962).
1981–1987 Design, overall project management and further 
development of the “TAG-Turbo – made by Porsche” 
Formula 1 engine.
1987–1988 Design of the Type 2708 Indy 2.65-litre engine.
1990 Design of the Type 3512 12-cylinder Formula 1 
engine

Thank You “Porsche Community Management” for 
providing this information.

Upcoming Events in September and October
Don’t forget it is voting time in the Club, nominate 
yourself to become a Board of Directors member.

I’m looking forward to the events to come

09/12/2020: HPDE #4
09/13/2020: Drive Your Porsche Day
09/19/2020: Ladies Only Drive
10/18/2020: Fall Color Tour
10/22/2020: Caravan to the Rennsport Dragon Rally

Please monitor our online calendar closely as things still 
can change in a heartbeat!

Thank you and stay safe, 
Gretus Hoogestraat, SEM President 

The legendary engineer Hans Mezger next to a 917.
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2020 SEM/PCA CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER

3 Board Meeting
12 DE #4 at Waterford Hills
13 Drive Your Porsche Day
13 *Eyes on Design - CANCELLED
16-19 *Treffin West Virginia
19 Ladies Only Drive

ocToBER

1 Board Meeting
18 Fall Color Tour
22 Group Drive to Rennsport Dragon Rally
23-25 Rennsport Dragon Rally

NoVEMBER

5 Board Meeting & Calendar Planning
6 Membership Dinner

DEcEMBER

3 Board Meeting
12 Holiday Party

* = Not an SEMPCA Event
All dates and events are subject to confirmation

BUSINESS MEETINgS
Business meetings are typically held on the first Thursday 

of the month at various locations.

Please note: for anyone interested in attending future 
Business meetings, please contact 

any board member. 

The P4, Porsche Pushers Private Papers, is the official monthly 
publication of the Southeast Michigan Region, Porsche Club of America. 
Available only by subscription to SEM members as a portion of the  
annual National membership dues, or to other PCA members at $18.00 
per year. Statements appearing in the P4 are those of the author and may 
not reflect the views of the PCA, the SEM Board of Directors or the P4 
editor. The editors reserve the right to edit all material submitted for 
publication. SEM/PCA is not responsible for any services or merchandise 
advertised herein. Permission to reprint any material published in the P4 
is granted provided full credit is given to P4 and the author.

Editor: Mark Vander Eyk

Submission Deadline: 15th of the month

Address: Mark Vander Eyk, P4 Editor
 604 Cherry Tree Lane, Rochester Hills, MI 48306
 Phone 248-652-6073 (H) or 248-520-2292 (C)
 E-mail: p4@sem.pca.org

aTTENTIoN MEMBERS
Stay abreast of the latest Pca/SEM News!

Please log-in to pca.org (Membership/My Account/Edit tabs) to 
verify your contact information is up to date.

Numerous members have missing or incorrect E-mail addresses.

PCA and the SEM Board of Directors are monitoring the COVID-19 situation very closely for its impact on member safety and 
region activities.  Watch for E-Blast updates and check the online calendar at sem.pca.org to verify the event schedule. 

CorreCtion note
In the “Thank You PCA” article (page 32 of printed August P4) 

we misspelled the name of Chrissy Diamante, PCA Membership Services Representative
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Showings & Consultations
by Appointment

Michael Cohen
michael@sellyoursportscar.net

248.227.8604

www.SellYourSportSCar.net

“Helping You Sell Your Porsche and
Other Fine Automobiles”

Clem’s Garage
for Storage

Heated, Secured. 

Clem Weierstahl
(810) 636-2840

$550
(up to 6 months)
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Southeast Michigan
Region Porsche Club
Of America

Board Of Directors

P4 Member Ads/
Dealership Liason/
Swap Meet Chair
Michael Cohen

248•227•8604
e-mail:
 michael@sem.pca.org

President/ 
Associate Webmaster/
National Safety Inspector
& Concours Judge
Gretus Hoogestraat
636•229•0606
e-mail:
 president@sem.pca.org

Secretary/
Region Concours Chair/
National Concours Judge
Fred Young
586•566•3193
e-mail:
 concours@sem.pca.org

Immediate Past President/
Chief Driving Instructor
Marc Molzon

248•882•1759

e-mail:
 marc@sem.pca.org

Vice-President
Walter Crump

586•873•0557

e-mail:
 vice-president@sem.pca.org

Past President/
National Safety Inspector/
Tech Session Chair
Howard Gilson

248•549•4016
e-mail:
 howard@sem.pca.org

Other Officers

Treasurer
Jim Williams

248•561•8301

e-mail:
treasurer@sem.pca.org

Past President/
National Liaison
Dennis Denyer

248•391•3268
e-mail: nationalliaison@
sem.pca.org

Zone 4 Representative
Lori Schutz

972•890•7405

e-mail: zone4rep@
 national.pca.org

P4 Editor
Mark VanderEyk

248•520•2292

e-mail:
 P4@sem.pca.org

Webmaster
Erik Ohrnberger

248•515•4306

e-mail: 
 webmaster@sem.pca.org

Past President/
Parade Hospitality Chair/
Region Chair for
Picnic, Silent Auction 
& Ladies Drive
Patti Door
248•207•7617
e-mail: patti@sem.pca.org

DE Chair/
Insurance Chair
Steve Carbary

586•242•6437

e-mail:
 de@sem.pca.org

Driving Tour Chair
Lucas Phan

248•787•8611

e-mail: 
 lucas@sem.pca.org

Membership Chair
Lisa Molzon

248•318•1570

e-mail: 
 lisa@sem.pca.org

P4
Copyrite Printing

586•774•0006

e-mail: 
 karen@sem.pca.org

Charity Chair
Chrissy Crowe

678•661•1146

e-mail:
 charity@sem.pca.org

Progressive Dinner Chair
Christine Gennari

248•550•4788

e-mail:
 gennari.ca@gmail.com
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Hans Auto Electric, LLC
Starters • Alternators • DC Electric Motors

We Specialize in
High Performance!

248-349-7600
www.hansautoelectric.com

28003 Center Oaks Court • Suite 109 
Wixom, MI 48393

• Heavy Duty Industrial
• High Amperage
• Marine
• Racing & High Performance
• Small Engine
• School Bus & Fleet Specialists
• Golf Cart Starter Generators
• Snow Plow Motors
• DC Electric Motors 6 to 80 Volt

1 9 6 3  -  2 0 1 3

Y E A R S  O FE X C E L L E N C E
Hans Auto Electric, LLC

50
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43706 Utica Rd / Sterling Heights / 48314 / 586.991.2455 

 Compromise is for politicians 
When you’re ready to take your sports car to 
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored 
vehicle development for the enthusiast    
unwilling to compromise.  Contact us today.  
contactvrp@vrperformance.com 
www.vrperformance.com 

Join the Porsche Club of America (PCA) 
and the Southeast Michigan (SEM) Region

Paying Online:
•	 Join	PCA	at	(www.PCA.Org/User/Join/Membership)	and	

have	your	credit	card	and	car’s	VIN	(vehicle	identification	
number)	or	serial	number	handy.

•	 Enter	all	required	information,	including	payment	information,	
and	submit	your	application.

PAyINg	by	MAIl:
•	 Download	application	at:	(www.PCA.org/Join-Porsche-Club-

America).
•	 Have	check	or	credit	card	handy	and	enter	all	required	

information.	PCA	Region	is	SEM.
•	 Make	your	check	payable	to	“Porsche	Club	of	America,	Inc.”	

If	paying	with	credit	card,	write	your	information	in	the	
space	provided.

•	 Mail	your	application	and	payment	to:	PCA	National	
Headquarters,	P.O.	box	6400,	Columbia,	MD	21045

If	yOUR	PORSCHE	IS	ON	ORDER:
•	 If	your	Porsche	is	on	order	and	you	do	not	have	your	VIN	

number	yet,	print	the	application,	fill	it	in	and	mail	it	along	
with	a	copy	of	your	Porsche	sales	order	to	PCA	National	
Headquarters	at	the	address	above.	you	may	also	fax	them	
to	(410)	381-0924	
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SPONSORED EVENT

Saturday  -  September 12th  -  Waterford Hills   

 

Eau Rouge, Maggots/Becketts, Parabo l i c a , The Corkscrew,	  Indianapolis / 

Arnage 	  
-----  Legendary race tracks have corners with names  ----- 

 

Why not try - Bluff	  Bend,  HillTop,  Paddock Curve, and 

Swamp  
Practically right in your own backyard !! 

 

Class Room and On-Track, Skill-Level Based Instruction from our 
Experienced, Nationally Trained Instructors. 

 
These events combine both driving and social. Friends and fun !! 

For further information see the website, sem.pca.org 
Look for the Driver’s Education box to find all the info you need. 

You can register online at www.Clubregistration.net 
 

Still have questions or doubts, don’t hesitate to contact: 
 

  Drive Education Chair:   Chief Instructor: 
       Steve Carbary      Marc Molzon 

       (586) 242-6437   (248) 882-1759 
   DE@sem.pca.org           Marc@sem.pca.org 
 

We would like to thank our sponsors: 
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40480 Grand River Ave. • Suite A • Novi, MI 48375
tel: 248.615.8964 • fax: 248.615.8929

www.automoti vetechniques.net
alphatango911@hotmail.com

• service & maintenance
• engine & transmission
• suspension & brakes

• alignment
• performance upgrades
• track prep & inspecti on

• factory scheduled maintenance
• towing available upon request

specializing in service & tuning
for all European vehicles

Established in 1988

d e s i g n  & p r i n t  s e r v i c e s

p: 586.774.0006 • f: 586.774.2792
30503 Gratiot • Roseville, MI 48066 • copyriteprinting.net

“Your Performance Printer” 

Please support

our advertisers,

they make

this magazine

possible!

1958

STUTTGART

PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERIC
A

SO

UTHEAST MICHIGAN

ALL SEM AND PCA EVENTS
ARE DRONE FREE EVENTS 
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LUCAS PHAN: 
Lucas joined SEM/ PCA in the winter of 
2011, right after he bought his first Porsche.  
He fell in love with Porsche when he got a 
944 Turbo Hot Wheels as his fifth birthday 
present.  Since then it has been his dream to 
own a Porsche.  He bought his first Porsche 
Boxster not too long after (more like right 
after) he found out his wife was pregnant 
with their daughter.  It was a “now or never” 
moment for him.  For him, owning a Porsche 

is not only about the car but it’s the people—the whole Porsche 
enthusiast community.  Over the years, Lucas has attended and 
enjoyed multiple SEM/ PCA Driver Education sessions, social/driving 
events and the Picnic/Concourse.  As time passed, he became more 
active in the club by organizing and volunteering at events such 
as Street Survival School, Spring/Fall Color Tours and HPDE.  After 
many years enjoying the events and company of friends in the club, 
he would love to give back to the club.  He understands PCA’s “fueled 
by volunteers” motto and would love to continue representing and 
serving the club.

GARY AMBRUS: 
Gary joined SEM/ PCA in 1994 after 
purchasing a “basket case” 1982 924 as a 
restoration project. With wife Pat, they have 
been active participants in most of the events 
offered by the Region.  The two of them have 
enjoyed chairing numerous Region events 
over the years including the Fall Color 
Tour, Drive Your Porsche Day and various 
museum tours.  Being a confirmed “Track 
Junkie”, Gary races a 1971 914 in PCA Club 

Races and in various Historic/Vintage series races plus instructs at 
the Region’s HPDE events.  In prior years, Gary has served on the 
Region’s Board of Directors as Vice President and Safety Chairman.  
Gary’s 1977 911s took a 1st place in the Concours at the 2013 Parade 
in Traverse City.  Gary is a retired Environmental Engineer who now 
enjoys working part time as a presenter at Greenfield Village. 

HOWARD GILSON: 
Howard joined SEM/PCA in 1995 and soon 
became a regular at Drivers Education and 
worked to become an advanced Porsche 
driver and still continues to participate in the 
HPDE Program.  He volunteered at the SEM 
Club Races from the beginning until they 
ended.  He has also planned many driving 
events and tours, plus organized the Drive 
Your Porsche Day event for many years.  
Often he is the lead guide for road tours. 

Howard was named Enthusiast of the Year for 2002.  Howard was 
the President of the Southeast Michigan PCA in 2015-2016.  He has 
been the PCA Parade Safety Tech Inspection Chair beginning with 
the 2013 Porsche Parade in Traverse City until the present.  Howard 
continues to help with club activities and tours, keeping the club 
members enjoyment as his driving motivation. Howard has just 
become a 25 year member of SEM/PCA. 

CHRISTOPHER BOHR: 
Chris’s fascination with Porsche started at a 
young age with the purchase of a red 1/18 
Norev 1987 911 Turbo Cabriolet in the 
early 90’s. This started a lifelong love for 
Porsche and a passion for cars that turned 
into a strong automotive career and an even 
bigger hobby. He bought his first Porsche, 
a 2018 718 Cayman, in May of 2019 and 
joined SEM/PCA at the beginning of the 
year. Chris has been very active in the 

club this year, attending and also running activities with SEM and 
RSR club members. He assisted with the SEM Spring Tour and has 
been organizing non-PCA weekly drives on Saturday mornings that 
include both SEM and RSR participants.  Chris has held previous 
leadership positions in clubs and truly understands that PCAs motto 
of “Fueled by Volunteers” starts with personal involvement. He 
is looking to join the Board of Directors to initiate creative ideas 
for driving events and new membership involvement with a fresh 
perspective, as a next generation SEM member.

LISA MOLZON: 
Lisa married into the Porsche family in 2012 
and has eagerly embraced SEM/PCA the 
past 8 years, lending a hand with events, 
writing articles for the P4 and adding to 
the collection of photos for the Club.  As 
the Registrar for and participant in the High 
Performance Driver Education (HPDE) 
events, she meets and rides with many 
Porsche Club driving enthusiasts at the track.  
Although cancelled for this year, Lisa has 

been actively involved with the annual Teen Street Survival School 
since SEM/PCA started hosting this important program.  She joined 
the Board of Directors two years ago and has been involved with 
developing and documenting procedures for the Club ranging from 
Cancellation/Refund guidelines to other financial policies, plus this 
year’s new COVID-19 event guidelines.  This year she developed 
and chaired the new Solstice Tour, introducing a summer morning 
drive tour to expand the range of events offered to Club members.

WALTER CRUMP: 
Walt and his wife Sabrina joined SEM in 
2009.  Since then they have been regulars 
at the Picnic, Fall Color Tour, Spring Drive, 
and other events.  Walt’s enthusiasm was 
kindled by owning a 944 driver that required 
many hours of care and attention.  He and 
Sabrina now have a Boxster that has been 
personalized and they enjoy driving at 
club drives and tours.  Walt increased his 
involvement in SEM in 2014 by becoming a 

member of the Board of Directors.  He chairs the annual Fall Color 
Tour and brings his love for cars and people who love cars.  He 
and Sabrina have become regulars at Porsche Parade.  Walt has an 
automotive engineering background with Ford, TRW, and various 
consulting engagements with the US government, DOD.  He was a 
Marine Corps officer before that and graduated from the US Naval 
Academy.

SEM/PCA Board of Directors

October 2020 Election Two Year Term (2021-2022)

Candidate Biographies



SEPTEMBER 2020 n P4 n 13

SEM P4
An Award Winning PCA Newsletter

In February of this year we entered our SEM P4 into the 2020 PCA Newsletter Contest, 
which covers multi-page stand alone newsletters from all regions for 2019.  

There are actually two parts to the contest
- Best full newsletter (2 examples required) and best cover.

-For the best full newsletter portion 
of the contest we submitted our 
July and October 2019 editions 

for consideration.

-For the best cover competition 
we entered our October 2019 edition

Due to cancellation of the PCA Parade this year, a live National Awards 
Ceremony was broadcast on the PCA YouTube Channel August 19th where it 
was announced that the SEM P4 had won 2nd place in the best full newsletter 

category for Class IV Regions.

Thanks to all of the SEM members that contributed to the P4 in 2019 
and helped make it a success.

PORSCHE PUSHERS PRIVATE PAPERS

October 2019

Official publication of the Southeast Michigan Region, Porsche Club of Americasem.pca.org

  6 Fall Color Tour - October 20

12 Image Problem By Tom Fielitz

14 SEM/PCA Membership Dinner - November 8

22 SEM/PCA Board of Directors Candidates 
23 SEM/PCA Board of Directors Ballot
24 Our Community Connection By Crissy Crowe

30 My Car - Porsche 924 By Wayne Everett

32 Rol Titsworth Tribute By Dennis Denyer

38 SEM/PCA 2019 Holiday Party - December 7

I N S I D E

Ladies
Night Out

26
Deutsche
Marques

16

A Speedster’s Path to Glory
8

PORSCHE PUSHERS PRIVATE PAPERS

July 2019

Official publication of the Southeast Michigan Region, Porsche Club of Americasem.pca.org

  8 Progressive Dinner July 13
14 DE #3 at Waterford August 9
16 Special Details By Tom Fielitz

18 DE #2 Photo Recap
24 Amelia Island Concours
30 SEM Picnic and Concours August 18
34 Ladies Only Drive September 13
36 Drive Your Porsche Day September 22
36 Board of Director Candidate Opportunity
42 DE #4 at M-1 Concours September 24

I N S I D E

A Fan of 
Kewl Air

26
30 Year Friendship 
That Started 3 
Years Ago

Belle Isle Grand Prix Recap
6
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Official publication of the Southeast Michigan Region, Porsche Club of Americasem.pca.org

  6 Fall Color Tour - October 20

12 Image Problem By Tom Fielitz

14 SEM/PCA Membership Dinner - November 8

22 SEM/PCA Board of Directors Candidates 
23 SEM/PCA Board of Directors Ballot
24 Our Community Connection By Crissy Crowe

30 My Car - Porsche 924 By Wayne Everett

32 Rol Titsworth Tribute By Dennis Denyer

38 SEM/PCA 2019 Holiday Party - December 7

I N S I D E

Ladies
Night Out

26
Deutsche
Marques

16

A Speedster’s Path to Glory
8
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(continued on page 16)

DE #3 Recap

August brings hot days and late sunsets.  With all of 
our lakes and beaches, Michigan is a vast wonderland 

of summer fun.  Thankfully, for those of us car fans, there 
is plenty to enjoy as well.  Waterford Hills Road Racing 
Course is one of those playgrounds for summer driving 
fun.   On Friday August 7th, we hosted our second Driver 
Education of the 2020 season.  
 The forecasts over the days leading up to the 
event were calling for great weather and the day did not 
disappoint.  A beautiful sunrise over a quiet race track is a 
personal favorite of mine.  A chance to take it all in before 
the noise and commotion starts.  A few moments to put 
aside the everyday stresses and focus on the opportunity 
ahead.  Not often do we get a chance to explore our cars full 
capabilities in a safe, fun environment with lots of friends 
and like-minded people to share the time with.  Truly good 
times to be had at these events and I planned on making 
the most of it.  I think we can all agree, that this year in 
particular, we should take advantage of every occasion for 
safe fun that we can. 
 

 This event was well attended with plenty of 
regulars as well as several new friends who were trying 
out our Touring Group sessions.  These are perfect for first 
timers and beginners.  Here is a chance to see what track 
days are all about with lower commitment, but the full 
enjoyment and educational experience.  Touring Sessions 
allow participants the opportunity to experience the track in 
a comfortable low-speed session.  Not only do participants 
have sessions to drive on the track, but classroom time as 
well.  These classrooms allow us the chance to discuss 
the concepts of car dynamics and driving techniques. We 
break down terms like understeer and rotation, weight 
transfer and threshold braking in further detail.  The class 
sessions reinforce what students are putting to practical use 
during the driving sessions.  We feel this dual approach is 
extremely beneficial and separates us from just open track 
days.  All of our student groups share this dual approach.  
Our social distancing policies meant that these classroom 
sessions were held under an overhang that also is a viewing 
platform.  Perfect summer day for an outside class.

PhoToS By RAyMOND VASSER

911 of Mark Luichinger and Stephen Shuler following in his Boxster.

Andrew Oldon following 
Michael Eblenkamp in their GT4s

aRTiClE By STEVE CARBARy - DE CHAIR
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Paul's
Auto & Boat Interiors
Award-Winning Original & Custom Interiors

Serving Michigan for over 50 years
"When only the best will do!"

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

700 Cesar E. Chavez
Pontiac, MI 48340
                 www.paulsautointeriors.com

We are a family-owned and -operated business currently 
run by the second generation of the Riemenschneider 
family. Combined, our techs have over 125 years of experience 
and expertise. 
From small projects to large, from high end to low, 
we do it all:
 Award-Winning Original 
    & Custom Interiors 
 Hotrod & Antique Design 
 Convertible Tops & Rear 
    Windows (Both Plastic 
    & Glass) 
 Boat Tops, Interiors 
    & Covers

 Vinyl, Cloth, Leather 
    & Exotic Interiors
 Heated Seats & Custom
    Embroidery 
 Motorcycles, Snowmobiles, 
    & Aircraft, too.
 And Much, Much More!

ph. 248-334-9936
fax 248-334-9937

Leather Interior Restoration
911 / 928 / 944 / 968 / 930

Dash Boards • Seats • Console • Carpet
Leather and Vinyl Coverings Available in Kit Form or Installed

Read about our work in the  
September 2008 issue of Excellence Magazine

“Same Difference” (p.75)

Shop Hours by Appointment

Classic 9 Leather Shop by HOF Designs
2801 S. Beech Daly Rd. • Dearborn Hts., MI 48125

www.classic9leathershop.com
info@classic9leathershop.com

313-682-1983
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DE #3 Recap  Continued from page  14

928 of John Dorscht

Charles Etterman in his Cayman S

 Our on track time began with instructors up first.  
The engine singing down the front straight and tires being 
tested to their limits, perhaps a little past sometimes, through 
Skeet House corner lead the day off right.  Exhilarating 
stuff!!  The student groups soon followed suit.  Great to 
see everyone practicing their skills and having fun with 
their cars.  Our sponsors were all on hand again as well.  
Autocore, Munk’s Motors and M1 Motorsports Group all 
came out to support our event and Southeast Michigan 
Porsche Club members with refreshments, help with lunch 
costs and on-site support.  There were hic-ups with a car or 
two and our sponsors jumped right in to lend a hand, give 
advice, and get our members back up and running.  Great 
stuff guys, thanks all around!! I always say that our events 
would not be the same without them.  Kindly consider them 
for their expertise concerning all your car needs both on 
and off the track.  
 Lunch break is a time for plenty of track talk.  How 
the morning sessions went, how the track felt that day (it 
can vary from day to day depending on several factors) and 
how good everyone was driving.  It’s always a good chance 
to mingle and meet people that perhaps you saw on track 
in your group, but don’t know yet.  Or, maybe someone 
has the same car as you or one you just really like.  People 
are always happy to tell you about their car and we had a 
wide variety there that day.  Porsche, BMW, GM and Ford 
were all well represented.  You’re sure to find something 
that would peak anyone’s interest.  All looking great and 
running hard. 
 As the afternoon progressed and came to an end, 
the smells of rich exhaust, sunblock, and hot tires filled the 
air.  Smiles and laughs, stories of the session’s triumphs and 
fails, and maybe new friends talking about next time filled 
the paddock.  September 12th brings up our next and final 
DE for this season.  It’s a Saturday at Waterford Hills and 
that means one more run session for each student group.  
I can only hope for another outstanding day such as we 
had in August, for both weather and attendance.  The old 
saying of ‘the more, the merrier’ is certainly true for all 
of our Club events, especially Drivers Education Track 
events.  We have room for drivers of all skill levels and 
experience looking for a great day and a thrilling road to 
drive on.  Bring your friends and make new ones.  I promise 
the smile won’t leave your face for days.

Adam Ebel in his 911.

Eric Bedeon in his Boxster
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SPONSORED EVENT

 










Be a part of SEM’s “Drive your Porsche Day” 

   
 

 



 

 


•  






• 
• 


• 





 








SEPTEMBER 2020 n P4 n 19

A Performance Sports Car Deserves a 
Performance Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. Whether your Porsche 
needs collision work, paint repairs or any other cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to 

accommodate you.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations, bring it to our state-of-the-art 

facilities for the quality care your car deserves—
and you expect.

24750 North Industrial, Farmington Hills, MI 48335
Phone: (248) 473-8100 • Fax: (248) 473-0800
Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

W. 10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty R

d.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11  Mile Rd

H
alsted R

d.

5
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By TOM FIELITZ

The Rescue Car

Twice in my short history of buying cars I rescued a 
car from being scrapped, but with rewarding results.  

First you have to endure my Mazda story before I get to 
the Porsche story.   I actually had no intention of owning a 
Mazda, but it was a deal I could not refuse.  It was a 1973 
RX2, a two door coupe powered by a two rotor Rotary 
engine.  My friend Sergio Boffi owned the car.  It would 
sit for long periods of time as he traveled back to his home 
country of Brazil.  His older brother, Roberto, was someone 
I worked with at Blue Cross.   One day Roberto told me 
that he was going to help Sergio take the car to the scrap 
yard where they would pay him $25.  The car seemed to be 
in decent shape and the Rotary engine intrigued me.  The 
problem with the car was that it would readily start, but 
would quit after ten or so minutes of running.  I decided 
that I was smart enough to figure out the problem and gave 
Sergio the $25.   

My younger brother, David, flat towed me in the RX2 
on a too short tow rope behind his pickup truck.  Easily it 
was the most harrowing drive I have ever had, we got it to 
my back yard in one piece but with my nerves totally shot; 
a rather inauspicious introduction to Mazdas.   The problem 
made no sense so I turned to owner forums on the Internet.  It 
turns out that the Rotary engine needs a small amount of oil 
introduced into the intake system to lubricate the apex seals.  
If the engine detects a lack of oil, it shuts down the ignition 
to preserve the motor.  After I gave it an oil change, that 
Rotary was humming just like it said in the commercials.  It 
became my daily driver until the next failure.

After some winter driving, it refused to start.  This time 
no amount of sleuthing returned any results.  My very 
mechanically astute father was stumped too, so he took it 
upon himself to visit the local Mazda dealer.  He explained 
the situation and the chief mechanic said that there was a 
master connector block in the engine compartment and some 
of the connections tended to become green with corrosion 
over time.  Sure enough that simple solution had it back 
humming again.  The car was a blast to drive and remarkably 
quick.  I would read road tests where they described a thirst 
for oil, but simply reading the owner’s manual would have 
explained why.  It also only returned about twenty miles per 
gallon and rust was starting to consume it.

 After I bought a used VW Sirocco also from Sergio I gave 
the Mazda, now with over 150,000 miles on it, to my older 
brother Jim.  He like the Mazda so much he bought a Mazda 
626 and gave the RX2 to David, our younger brother.  Now 
with over 200,000 miles on it, David said the steering was 
pretty loose.  I looked under the hood and the metal body 
frame the steering box was attached to was totally rotted 
away.  I insisted that David finally junk the car for the $25 I 
paid to rescue it in the first place.  My experience rescuing 
a car was more than a success, though nothing I planned to 
repeat.

But, repeat it I did.  A friend asked my opinion about 
buying a Porsche.  He owned a 1976 Corvette and 
fancied himself as ready for some sophisticated German 
engineering.  Before I could steer him in the direction of a 
used 911, he told me he bought a 1986 944 cheap with about 
50,000 miles and zero rust since they had fully galvanized 
bodies.  His only complaint was that it just would not get 
away from stop lights like his Corvette without using lots 
of revs and much clutch slipping.  Naturally that used up 
the clutch in short order.  He proclaimed he was going to 
change the clutch himself.   Without a doubt that job has to 
be the worst of anything you can do to a Porsche. 

He was pleading with me to help him sell the car or part 
it out.  I agreed to buy the car from him for what he paid for 
it less the cost of a clutch replacement.   I figured that I was 
rescuing a pretty nice car and the 944 seemed to be a rather 
novel Porsche.  I wisely took it to a repair shop where it got 
a new clutch, the leaking oil cooler seals replaced and a few 
other minor problems repaired for about $1500.  The car 
was marvelous fun to drive every day plus assorted track 
events.  I learned how to change timing belts at way too 
many regular intervals.   At about 150,000 miles, I decided 
it was time to let it go since I had a line on a 1999 Corvette 
that was cheap and had super low miles (another rescue?).  I 
gave the 944 to my brother David, but the very first winter 
he slid into the back of a pickup truck and it was totaled and 
parted out.  He did save the Momo steering wheel for me 
and that is now in my 911.

So sometimes it pays to keep an open mind about whether 
a car is worth saving.  It just might turn out to be the start of 
a very rewarding relationship. 
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Congratulations to Ralf Lindackers
2016 NASA GTS3 Champion

Eastern Nationals 
Work and Race Support 

by 
Autocore Performance Group

Come visit us at our new location:
3565 Elizabeth Lake Road, Suite 200

Waterford, MI 48328

IMS Bearing
Tire Mounting/Balancing
Custom Fabrication, Cage, Exhaust, Welding
Annual NASA and PCA Tech Inspections
(Yes, we work on street cars too!)

- Porsche - BMW - Mercedes - Ferrari - Lamborghini - Audi - 

Race and Track Support
Parts and Safety Equipment Sales

*Same day availability on most items
Race/Track/Street Suspension Setup

Transaxle Rebuild and LSD Installation

www.facebook.com/apgracing  |  www.apgracing.com  |  autocore@gmail.com

248-843-1900
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 SEM Picnic and 
Concours Recap

Suppose we had a concours and picnic and no one 
came.  That is what the situation looked like on Sunday 

morning the sixteenth of August.  A horrendous storm hit 
the Detroit area with a deluge of rain.  The early arrivals at 
Springdale Park consisted of Patti and Jerry Door, Gretus 
Hoogestraat, Lucas Phan and Fred Young about 8:30 a.m.  
After unloading all the picnic food and essentials, the wait 
was on.  In the background on the golf course the cracking 
of a tree branch was heard.  Then whomp as it crashed to 
the ground. Nine o’clock, nine-thirty, ten o’clock, there 
was not a Porsche in sight.  Finally, a little after ten o’clock 
the rain had subsided somewhat.  What was that sound in 
the distance?  It wasn’t the rumble of thunder. It was the 
familiar sound only a Porsche could make.  One by one, 
three Porsches backed into their parking slots.  Towels came 
out and the cars were being cleaned.  This process repeated 
itself throughout the morning.  Interspersed were trips to 
the breakfast table for a sausage muffin, bacon, or coffee.  

Everyone was determined to win a coveted trophy.  A total 
of seventeen cars presented themselves for competition. 
 Of course in a concours the emphasis is usually on 
the cars.  But members were having a great time exchanging 
stories and catching up on Porsche events.  Bruce Kopitz 
invited members to his neighborhood car show.  Lucas 
Phan and Jim Williams touted the Rennsport Dragon Rally 
and the associated SEM caravan.  SEM members were also 
reminded that in 2021 the Parade is close to home in French 
Lick, Indiana.  Hopefully, next year will see a resumption 
of all our beloved activities and tours.  No one’s spirits were 
dampened and members were furiously working to get rid 
of that last drop of water or dirt off the car.  Judging began 
about 11:45 and to the judge’s amazement, everyone did a 
tremendous job preparing their car.  It took a great deal of 
scrutiny to find even minor deficiencies.  In the meantime, 
people filled out their people’s choice ballots for the cars of 
their choice.

As the rain subsided there was a good turnout for the Concours.

PhoToS By GRETUS HOOGESTRAAT, MARk VANDER Eyk AND MARk PETERS

aRTiClE By FRED yOUNG - CONCOURS CHAIR
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SEM Picnic and Concours Recap  Continued

 

Then it came time for the trophy presentation.  To begin 
with, there was a brief introduction of the judges, board 
members and officers. Fred Young stated it was his 20th 
year of putting on the concours.  The series began in 2001 
at the Old Heidelberg Restaurant in Mt. Clemens.  He and 
Bill Kreager arranged for the venue and dinner.  Nineteen 

cars were judged at that time. Last year over fifty cars were 
reviewed.  It is one of the main events for the club.
 Fred along with Gretus, club president, then 
presented the trophies.  While the count was down, every 
one of the trophies was well deserved.  The trophy consisted 
of a cloisonne PCA badge and a model Porsche car.  Made 
of oak, it could be hung on a wall or placed on a desk.
Everyone seemed quite pleased with the trophy.
 Patti Door in her usual fashion had brought 
an abundance of food.  While well received there was a 
lot left over.  Breakfast sandwiches and pastries were 
distributed amongst the guests so nothing went to waste.  
While attendance was down from last year the members 
that participated had a great time.  Social distancing was 
practiced out of concern for everyone’s safety, but it did not 
deter anyone from having a good time. (See 2020 Concours 
Awards on another page for winners)

Not the best start for a Concours morning. Concours organizers hoping for participants to arrive.

For awhile it looked like Lewis Yonce was going to be 
the only Concours participant with his 2015 991 Turbo.

Lewis Yonce talking with Michael Cohen and Marlene Thav 
with Mark Vander Eyk working on his 2004 911 4S in the background.

(continued on page 26)

Fred Young safely tabulating Concours results.
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Meet our staff. Left to right: General Manager, Wayne Youngblood;  
Sales Professional, Eric Conrad; Service Professional, Jaret Hoffman;  
Receptionist, Yolande Thurman; Service Manager, John Wilson;  
Parts Manager, Don Ottosen. Not pictured—Service Professional, Collin DeLong

SaLES HOuRS

Monday and Thursday:  
9 am – 9 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:  
9 am – 6 pm

Saturday:  
10 am – 4 pm

Sunday: Closed

SERviCE HOuRS

Monday – Friday:  
7:30 am – 6 pm

Sunday: Closed

Our HEArT rATE jusT wEnT up.   P orsche joins the eitel Dahm motor GrouP.

vaLET SERviCE TO YOuR DOOR.

pOrscHE Of THE MOTOr ciTY

2471 7 Gratiot Ave.
Eastpointe, MI 48021

586 /435-8200
www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

pOrscHE Of THE  
MOTOr ciTY

www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

Audi Of  
rOcHEsTEr Hills

www.audiofrochesterhills.com

Mini 
MOTOrciTY Mini

www.motorcitymini.com

BAvAriAn  
BMw

www.bavarianmotorvillage.com

Four Great Brands. One Standard of Excellence.

EDMGP4 ad_v2A.indd   1 5/7/12   6:06 PM



SEPTEMBER 2020 n P4 n 25

Meet our staff. Left to right: General Manager, Wayne Youngblood;  
Sales Professional, Eric Conrad; Service Professional, Jaret Hoffman;  
Receptionist, Yolande Thurman; Service Manager, John Wilson;  
Parts Manager, Don Ottosen. Not pictured—Service Professional, Collin DeLong
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SEM Picnic and Concours Recap  Continued from page 23

Chris Young and Brian Smith 
represented the 928 Concours class

Who were those masked women 
and what did they do with the SEM 2020 Picnic? 
- Veronica Carmona, Patti Door, Christine 
Grabowski and Ileana Lewis.

John Khami’s 1973 911 T 
People’s Choice Winner

Prototype of the rumored Porsche Delivery Van?
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SEM Picnic and Concours Recap  Continued

Beautiful Concours trophies hand crafted by Fred Young over the winter.  They get better every year.

Walter Crump with his 1999 People’s Choice Boxster

More well prepared Concours vehicles at Springdale Park

2020 CONCOURS AWARDS*
People’s Choice
1999 Blue Boxster Cabriolet Walt & Sabrina Crump
1973.5 Blue Metallic 911 T Coupe John Khami

924 – 928 – 944 - 968 Class
1988 Guards Red 928 Coupe Chris Young 
1978 Silver 928 Coupe Brian Smith

Boxster – Cayman Class     
2008 Silver Cayman S Coupe Veronica Carmona
2014 Blue Boxster Cabriolet Tom Grabowski

911 – 912 – 914 before 1998 Class
1984 Guards Red 911 Cabriolet Roger Tayloe
1973 Green 911 T Targa Alan Klein
1977 Guards Red 911 S Coupe Gary Ambrus
1982 Wine Red 935 Coupe Bruce Kopitz

1999 – 2003 - 911 Class
2003 Blue 996 Cabriolet Jim Williams  
 
2004 – 2008 – 911 Class
2004 Black 996 4S Coupe Mark Vander Eyk
2008 Black 911 T Cabriolet Michael Cohen

2011 and Up – 911 Class
2017 GT Silver 991 4S Targa Gianluigi (John) Gennari
2015 Carrera White 991 Cabriolet Lewis Yonce
2014 Black 991 S Coupe Gregg Doty

*Entrants are ranked in the order of finish..  

     Many thanks to our dedicated judges, Gretus 
Hoogestraat, Michael Cohen, Eliseo Carrillo, 
Chris Young and Jim Williams.  This is a top side 
only judging event.  In the case of what makes 
a winner, it usually boils down to the minutiae.  
Even though almost everyone drove through the 
rainstorms on their way to the Concours, judges 
had to look hard to find the smallest details to 
select the winners. Congratulations to everyone 
that showed their car.
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 Porsche details at the Concours
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 PORSCHE..  
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PORSCHE
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Saturday, September 19, 2020 

Ladies, 

Welcome to our 14 th  Annual Ladies Only Drive  

Two  years ago we made this a Ladies Short Drive and 

 a delicious dinner.  On this evening we will drive our  

gorgeous cars to Milford , Michigan and  we 

will be dining.  There will some time for shopping  
Please call Patti Door or text me at 248.207.7617 to 

receive 
the schedule and make your reservation.

Thank you for your support 
of  SEMPCA

Ladies, 

Welcome to our 14th Annual Ladies Only Drive

Two years ago we made this a Ladies Short Drive
and a delicious lunch.

On this evening, we will drive our gorgeous cars to 
Milford, Michigan and we will be dining.
There will be some time for shopping.

Please call Patti Door or text me at 248.207.7617
to receive the schedule and make your reservation. 

Thank you for your support
of  SEMPCA

Saturday, September 19, 2020

SPONSORED EVENT
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P4 Advertising Rates per Calendar Quarter

(Requirements for digital ads)

• PDF -- preferred, highest resolution • TIFF -- 600 dpi

• EPS -- all fonts converted to outline

Two Page Gatefold   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 550

Full Page Color (inside cover) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 550

Full Page  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 325

½ Page (back cover)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 325

½ Page   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 200

¼ Page   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 125

Business Card   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$  75

MInIMUM AD RUn IS OnE fULL CALEnDAR QUARTER

E-mail your ad to:P4@sem.pca.org — Thank you!

Mark VanderEyk, P4 Editor 248•520•2292

Eric Wheeler Mercedes Benz of Novi
New & Pre-Owned 39500 Grand River Avenue 
Sales Representative Novi, MI 48375 
AMG Specialist 248 • 426 • 9600
Master Certified www.mercedesbenzofnovi.com 
 eric@novibenz.com

 

 

 
 
 

 

CROSSROADS 

  PLAZA 
At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ding Ho Chinese Restaurant  
U.S.  Cleaners 

Sterling Coney Island 
Ludwik’s Men’s Wear 

Pet Haven 
Anita’s School of Dance 

 
Retail Space Available  
Office: 586-939-2211 

 

Steve’s European Automotive
4920 Pontiac Lake Road

Waterford, MI 48328

248.674.2770
StevesEuropeanAuto.com

Proudly Serving
Oakland County

for 30+ years!
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The Soul of a Car

SToRy aND MaNy PhoToS By jOHN kHAMI

Professor Ferdinand Porsche joined with his son 
Ferry and daughter Louise in the Type 356 project 

which involved hand building a total of 52 cars, known as 
the Pre-A’s, in Gmund, Austria through 1950.   Porsche 
introduced the 356A 1600 to the world at the Frankfurt 
Auto Show in 1955 and approximately 76,000 of them 
were manufactured by 1965.  Half that number are still 
in existence, Southeast Michigan Porsche Club member 
Neil Goldberg has restored more than 20 of them. 

 “The 356 was hand built.  Compare that to the new 
Porsches that are very good, fast and handle well, but there 
is no soul to the cars because Porsche has mass produced 
them since the 1970’s,” said Neil Goldberg our SEM 
Porsche 356 restoration authority.    
 Neil Goldberg is a Porsche 356 enthusiast and the 
former owner of Stuart Tools, a seller of tools and parts to 
over 100 Auto Parts dealers that he sold in the late 90’s.  
Neil began his 356 restoration and repair business during 
the mid 90’s, his first project was the restoration of his own 
1965 Cabriolet.  To the sadness of many and after over 
20 years of restorations Neil’s 356 Restoration of Troy, 
Michigan has closed.  
 “Few shops took the time to do repairs right on 
a 356,” said Neil.  “The original doors and hood panels 
were made with extra lead on the edges and sides.  Factory 
technicians used a hot knife to melt the lead to create a gap 
between the doors, hood panels and body.  On a 356, each 
door and front/ back hood was custom cut by hand to fit 
that body, so when you drive a 356 you know it is a one 
and only unique car. No two 356 doors and hoods are the 
same, they are different sizes and are hard to fit on other 
356 models.”  
 “Today, anyone can drive a new Porsche real fast 
without the skill or learning how to drive. That’s why a 356 
has a soul.  It has character,” according to Neil.  Neil’s belief 
is that a four speed with a clutch is missing in race cars 
and other cars today and that we should have fun driving 
a Porsche, but fun with control.   “In a 356, you feel every 
bump with the solid rear axle and the car still behaves.  It’s 
more fun to drive a slow car fast instead of driving a fast car 
slow,” said Neil. 

  Porsche Club member, Roland Titsworth, asked 
Neil to travel with him to Chuck Stoddard’s Cleveland 
Porsche dealership in the mid 80’s to review a few Porsches 
for possible purchase.  It was on that trip that Neil met 
Chuck Stoddard and the two became fast friends.  As the 
years progressed, Neil visited Stoddard’s dealership many 
times and on one occasion, a used 1965 Cabriolet 356 from 
Texas became available and he purchased it. 
 As Neil recounts, “Stoddard formed, Porsche 
Specialty Parts, where he searched for original parts for 
older Porsches and components that were reproduced by 
some of the original manufacturers.  Chuck worked with 
Marco Marinello on this effort, Chuck was in charge of the 
business in the U.S. and Marco covered Europe because he 
was from Switzerland.  I met Marco on one of those trips to 
Stoddard’s.”
 Chuck Stoddard informed Marco of an original 
owner 1958 ‘Barn-Find’ 356 Coupe in Ohio, where it sat 
covered in a corner of a barn with boxes stacked on top 
of it.  When the cover was removed this 356 became a 
museum of information, it was a survivor or preservation 
car.   Stoddard saw the factory original paint, wheels, seats 
and gauges.  He examined the fit of the doors and hoods 
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The Soul of a Car  Continued

plus the engine and transmission, all were original.  This 
car was a rare example of how a 356 was assembled at the 
factory with different colors or finishes for the different 
parts.  Stoddard purchased the car, then Marco bought it 
from him and had the car shipped to Neil.  Neil arranged to 
have photos taken of this Porsche because of the original 
and undisturbed details from the factory assembly process. 
This information was scarce or not generally available for 
owners of other 356 Porsches.    When the photo sessions 
ended, Neil started the factory original engine and shipped 
the red 356A to Marco in Switzerland.
 In Neil’s Book, The 356A Porsche that was 
published in 2010 Neil has the title of Passion Chief and 
Photographer, Marco Marinello was Editorial Adviser 
and Photographer, Chuck Stoddard was author of the 
Introduction and Text and Sebastian Gaeta covered Artwork 
and was the Publisher.
 There are photos of many of the 356’s fine assembly 
details captured in Neil’s book such as a support spring that 
was placed on each of the four tire tube valve stems by the 
factory.  There is a photo of the window cranks and the door 
handle resting at the same angle when the window glass was 
raised.  The Driver’s Manual is heavy paper with the Porsche 
crest embossed on the cover.  In a photo of the fuel gauge, 
it has a bullet terminal and the gauge is stamped VDO with 
the date of March 1, 1958.  Other photos show the brake line 
and horn wires are sealed with tar as they enter the car body 
and the horn tone adjustment screw sealed with wax.  Bolts 
securing the torsion bars covers were hand painted black.  

 The information and photos in the book are important 
to collectors who desire to have their car be as much like the 
original as possible.  Neil used much of this information 
to deliver show cars to his clients.  The information and 
photos Neil has in his book are vital and used as a reference 
and guide by many 356 restorers to complete their cars. The 
photos tell the story of how the early 356 was assembled at 
the factory.  
 A restoration is completed by removing various 
components and having each item repaired and restored to 
like new condition by other outside specialists.  Neil’s “Do 
it Right” process for the 356 was locating the finest shops 
and people for all aspects of the restoration.  The bodies 
were sent to and repaired by several body shops until Neil 
found the best one as the doors and hood panels had to fit 
like original as 356 models.  Painting was done by Stoddard 
in Ohio until 2012, then the process was transferred to 
different painters in Cleveland.  Seats were rebuilt with new 
springs and seat sliders to adjust the back and forth settings 
for different drivers needed to be correct for the year of 
manufacture.  Restorers asked, what was the flooring made 
from?  What was the upholstery pattern selected by the 
factory? All of the information was in the book.  The dash 
gauges were sent to a California shop for reconditioning.  A 
new wiring harness was installed to connect the fuses to the 
lights, power systems and gauges. The original wiring was 
often cracked or was missing the loom or the wire covering.  
Metal parts such as door handles, hood latches and window 
frames were restored or replaced with new parts and free 
of dents and bruises.  Neil then sent some of these parts 
to a shop for re-plating with copper, nickel and the final 
touch,chrome.  

(continued on page 32)
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      Fa l l  Co lor  Tour  
   Sunday, October 18, 2020 

 

The Fall Color Tour is the last drive of the season, 
but it is usually the best attended. Plan now to take 
a drive through the beautiful Michigan countryside, 

cider mill stop and dinner together 

 

For	  reservations	  and	  details,	  please	  go	  to:	  	  
https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/10872	  

or	  scan: 

	  

For additional question, please contact: 

• Walt	  Crump	  (586.873.0557	  /	  vice-‐president@sem.pca.org)	  
• Lucas	  Phan	  (248	  787	  8611	  /	  lucas@semp.ca.org) 

 
*Plan	  would	  be	  adjusted	  to	  comply	  with	  Michigan	  COVID-‐19	  rules. 

 

SPONSORED EVENT
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Porsche Club of America Member, Neil Goldberg

 A ground-up restoration included Neil removing the 
powertrain, then sending the engines and transmissions to 
the 356 Enterprises Company of North Branch, Michigan, 
owned by Vic and Barbara Skirmants.   Barbara said that 
Neil had a 356 when he was the owner of  the Stuart Tool 
Company and that Neil helped restore Barbara and Vic’s 
1965 Coupe in 2002- 2003.  “I have a great deal of respect 
for Neil because of his knowledge about the car and what 
he has done to restore so many other cars from all over the 
world,” said Barbara.  “Neil has a good relationship with 
Chuck Stoddard.  Because of Neil’s valuable talents he was 
able to the save all these cars and make them outstanding 
and more valuable.”
 Barbara said that she became the gofer for her and 
her husband’s company and was active with the Saturday 
morning Tire Kickers Club, where Porsche owners met 
at Neil’s shop for coffee and donuts.  She visits Metro 
Detroit for plating services and picks up 356 engines and 
transmissions from different locations.  “All we do is 
powertrains.  Sometimes we met Neil and others in the 
group for lunch and this was a social event for me.”   
 On her impressions of the Porsche 356, Barbara 
said, “These sports cars are quite reliable for the era 
and people drive them across the country all the time 
including to the 356 Registry Holidays.  It’s important to 
keep everything going on the car, keep it up to date, and 
maintain the engines so they remain strong and dependable.  
That car will cruise at 80 miles an hour all day long on the 
Interstate.”  
 Other 356 owners found Neil through his association 
with the Skirmants and one by one, Neil assisted them by 
answering questions and selling parts to help them complete 
their own repairs.  As Neil completed one restoration, he 
started another and often worked on two and perhaps three 
cars at once.  Neil has restored cars for 356 owners from 
Arizona, Michigan, Ohio, Florida and the countries of 
Norway and Switzerland.    Neil always drove each of the 
cars out of his shop after completing a restoration.  The 
cost to restore a 356 begins at $100,000 depending on the 
condition of the car and the owner’s preferences.  The value 
after completion is $150,000 or more.  The values continue 
to rise, but will stabilize as other Porsche models become 
more desirable to collectors. 
 Porsche Club member, Dennis Denyer, National 
Liaison for the Southeast Michigan Porsche Club, is the 
owner of a 1964 356 SC Coupe that Neil restored in less 
than a year completing it in June 1998.  Dennis said that 
“Neil would get to his shop at 6:30 in the morning, work 

until eight when his Stuart Tool business opened.  After 
business hours, he was back to work on the car.  Neil was a 
serious businessman at Stuart Tool and just as serious about 
restoring a 356.”   Dennis said that, in his opinion, the most 
valuable Type 356 Porsches are the Speedsters, then open 
cars such as a Convertible, Roadster or Cabriolet followed 
by a Coupe with a sunroof and ending with the SC Coupe.  
The 356 B rounds out the list. 
 Dennis went on, “Neil can take apart anything and 
everything.   At 15, his father bought a beat-up car for him 
to take apart and fix just to prevent Neil from taking his 
father’s car apart.  Neil got into the 356 in the late 80’s as he 
knew Chuck Stoddard in Cleveland, quite well.  Neil and 
Chuck got to be good friends and both fed on each other’s 
knowledge.  Neil migrated to the 356 because Chuck 
Stoddard was an advocate and did the most to preserve the 
356.  Neil bought his own Cabriolet in the early 1990’s and 
continued to restore and improve the car.  Neil has been the 
glue that helped both the Motor Cities Group 356 and the 
Southeast Michigan Porsche Club.  Neil is the go-to guy 
for information and the work needed to be done on any 
Porsche.”  

The Soul of a Car  Continued from page 29
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Neil and wife Peggy in 2007 at Boyne Highlands, MI 
for the 356 Registry, East Coast Holiday

Photo by Barbara Skirmants

  In one of the Tire Kicker meetings described 
by Barbara Skirmants, club members met on Saturday 
mornings in 1987, to plan and prepare for a future Porsche 
Parade. The Southeast Michigan Club sponsored the Great 
Lakes Porsche Parade two years later in 1989 with Neil as 
the Concours Chairman.
 Neil and his wife, Peggy, have been married 41 
years with a son and daughter.  Neil is an Army Veteran 
from the Vietnam Era.  He has been a member of the 
Porsche Club of America since 1975.  With his restoration 
shop closed, Neil is confident of another calling. “All my 
life I’ve been busy, I’ll find something.  Like finishing 
writing the book for restoring a 356C to go along with my 
book on the restoring the 356A.   It all takes time.” 
 Wayne Youngblood, General Manager of the BMW 
Dealership in Rochester Hills, has a passion for Porsches 
and said, “Having the privilege to meet Neil, someone that 
excels at a craft that is also his passion, was a blessing.”  

 With his attention to detail, his “do it right” attitude, 
his title as  the go-to guy for information and resources,  his 
love of the car, his commitment to the Porsche Club … Neil 
Goldberg personifies the soul and the legend of the Porsche 
356.     

It is a pleasure knowing you Neil.   Many Thanks. 

Porsche.   It’s not just the cars.   It’s the people. 

The Soul of a Car  Continued

Did you take a look at our online Goodie Store? Go to https://sem.pcawebstore.org
It is hosted directly by PCA. If you have questions or suggestions contact Chrissy at

GoodieStore@sem.pca.org / (678) 661-1146
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SPONSORED EVENT

Group	  Drive	  to	  Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  	  

October	  22,	  2020	  
	  

What	  is	  the	  Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  (October	  23	  –	  25)?	  

The	  Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  is	  a	  collection	  of	  Porsche	  enthusiasts	  from	  all	  around	  North	  
America,	  coming	  together	  to	  drive	  the	  mountain	  roads	  and	  enjoy	  their	  cars	  the	  way	  they	  

were	  meant	  to	  be	  driven.	  The	  legendary	  Tail	  of	  the	  Dragon	  and	  surrounding	  roads,	  
considered	  by	  most	  to	  be	  the	  greatest	  driving	  roads	  in	  the	  United	  States,	  are	  the	  perfect	  

place	  to	  see	  what	  your	  Porsche	  was	  designed	  for.	  	  

	  

	  
For	  more	  information	  on	  Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  and	  registration*,	  please	  visit:	  

www.rennsportdragonrally.com	  	  

SEMPCA	  is	  arranging	  a	  drive	  together	  to	  Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  starting	  location.	  We	  are	  
planning	  on	  starting	  the	  journey	  in	  the	  morning	  of	  October	  22nd.	  Hotel	  group	  booking	  and	  rate	  
are	  available.	  

For	  more	  information	  on	  hotel,	  drive	  and	  event	  registration,	  please	  contact:	  

• Lucas	  Phan	  (lucas.a.phan@gmail.com	  or	  248-‐787-‐8611)	  
• Jim	  Williams	  (jbwcfp@gmail.com	  or	  248-‐561-‐8301)	  	  

	  
*Rennsport	  Dragon	  Rally	  registration:	  Limited	  spaces,	  please	  consider	  signing	  up	  soon	  
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Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 W. Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, MI 48328
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Your Import Experts
Since 1969

Call for an appointment. We are open:
M-Th, 8 am - 8 pm

Fri. 8 am - 6 pm
Sat. 9 am - 5 pm
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2020
Membership
Dinner

For details contact Gretus Hoogestraat
(734) 318-7473 / gretus@sem.pca.org

In November we will conduct
the

Annual Membership Dinner

Exact date and location will be
announced as soon as possible

and publized via P4, email & Facebook
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Get a free 
track inspection 

Today!
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*White glove towing by appointment*

FREE Track inspection

M1
Concourse
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NEW FEATURE!
SEM Porsche of the Month

If you would like to see your Porsche featured here, send an 
interesting photo of it to the editor for consideration.

2008 Porsche 911 Turbo Cabriolet. 
Triple Black, 480 horsepower, 

6 speed manual transmission, 14,000 miles. 
owned by: Michael Cohen
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Business Meeting Minutes* 08/06/20  by Fred Young

PREFACE: In these trying and uncertain times it is the responsibility of 
your Porsche Club to adhere to federal and state guidelines concerning the 
Covid 19 virus. Therefore as you can see, we have cancelled, postponed, or 
modified many upcoming events. While we regret the action, our first concern 
is for our members. We will post timely updates on our website or contact 
members by email. Thank you for your consideration.

In attendance: Board Members: Gretus Hoogestraat, Marc Molzon, Fred 
Young, Howard Gilson, Walter Crump, Michael Cohen, Lisa Molzon, Lucas 
Phan and Steve Carbary. Officers: Chrissy Crowe and Mark VanderEyk. 
Guest: Patti Door. Absent with notice: Erik Ohrnberger and Jim Williams.

Call to Order: 7:00 p.m. by President Gretus Hoogestraat.
Minutes: Moved by L.M. and L.P. to approve. Motion passed. 
Financial: Jim Williams - Moved by W.C. and L.P. to approve. Motion 

passed with questions to be answered at the next meeting.. 
Membership: Lisa Molzon - Primary membership is 715 and associate is 

408 for a total of 1123. Membership is above last year.
Insurance: Steve Carbary - Insurance for DE’s and future events are 

needed.
P-4: Mark VanderEyk - Mark went over the September content. 

OLD BUSINESS
July 16: DE #2 - Steve Carbary - The day went well in spite of a morning 

rain. Attendance was light and positive feedback was received. Slight 
adjustments will be made at future DE’s

July 18: Progressive Dinner - Christina Gennari and Patti Door 
- Everything went fine and a lot of positive compliments were given. 
Attendance was down from previous years.

August 16: Picnic and Concours - Fred Young and Patti Door - Attendees 
are asked to bring their own lunch and beverages along with lawn chairs and 
masks. Breakfast will still be served. It was moved by H.G. and M.M. to 
reimburse Patti Door for expenses. Motion passed. There will be no charge 
to members.

September 13: Porsche Drive - Chrissy Crowe - Classic Beyond will be 
the starting point. Other details are still being determined.

September 19: Ladies Drive - Patti Door - It will be a Saturday drive with 
lunch and shopping.

October 18: Fall Color Tour - Lucas Phan and Walter Crump - It was 
moved by H.G. and L.M. to give the restaurant a deposit. Motion passed.

November 6: Membership Dinner - Gretus Hoogestraat - A restaurant 
is needed.

Board Election: Gretus Hoogestraat - Gretus appointed Gretus 
Hoogestraat, Marc Molzon, Howard Gilson, Lucas Phan and Michael Cohen 
to the nominating committee. Four Board members are up for election. Bio’s 
and ballots will be printed in the October P4.

NEW BUSINESS: 
Pop-up Concours: Fred Young - Material received from the Atlanta 

region in regards to a Pop-up Concours was discussed. It was filed for future 
reference.

Tail of the Dragon Tour: Lucas Phan - Several members are going around 
October 23-25 as a group. It is a nine hour drive and insurance will be needed. 
It was moved by H.G. and W.C. to publish details in the P4. Motion passed. 

Charities: Chrissy Crowe - She proposed adopting a family for the 
holiday. Details to be forthcoming.

Webmaster: Gretus Hoogestraat - The website is to be more secure.
Event Reports: Fred Young - Up to date.  
Social Media Accounts: Howard Gilson - The RSR Region inquired 

about access to our social media accounts.
Meeting Adjourned at 8:45 p.m.:  Moved to adjourn by H.G.. and M.M. 

Motion passed. 
Refreshments and Location:  To be determined

# = Not an SEMPCA Event
Respectfully Submitted: Fred Young - Rev. 8-12-20   
*Subject to ratification at the next Board Meeting

aUgUST 6, 2020

“It’s not just the cars, it’s the people”
COPYRIGHT 2019 PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Why is an EXCELLENT Porsche  
mechanic so expensive?

Why are you paying $125 or more an hour when you should be paying 
just $75.00? 

Tomas, proprietor of R&T Motors, LLC., asked himself that same question. 
GUESS WHAT, he couldn’t come up with a good answer either. 

Make an appointment today, call Tomas for a quote on your next Porsche  
repair or general service. He’s a trained Porsche Audi Rallye mechanic. He 
guarantees a lower price and the best quality service. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

Call today 248-227-1155. Tomas will pick up the phone. Give him a call and 
get your first oil change for just $75.00. Make an appointment to winterize your 
car today. 

 

248-227-1155 

4270 Haggerty Rd. Commerce Twp., Michigan 48390 

996 and 997 Porsche Specialists

YR Name(s) YR Name(s) YR Name(s) YR Name(s)

Thanks to the SEM/PCA webmaster Erik Ohrnberger, we are pleased to now be able to recognize membership anniversaries each month.  
Congratulations to all who have a membership anniversary this month!  

Anniversaries are noted by the date the primary member joined PCA. Please let us know if we’ve made an error or omission.

SEM/PCA Member Anniversaries – September 2020

SEPTEMBER
57 Lewis & Violet Moorman
44 Thaddeus & Marsha Stanek
42 Ted & Nancy Schwartzenfeld
37 Stephen & Carol Park
33 Vicente & Lucy Rivera
31 Bernie & Lisa Palo
30 John Ball  
25 David & Jennifer Hoffa
25 David Hertzberg  
24 Linda & Tom Walton
23 Ulrich & Christine Trispel
23 Kenneth & Judith McCormick
22 Nick & Nelda Moskatow
22 Robert & Ro Aikins
20 Eric & Steffie Chau
18 Norman Gage & Jan Summerlot

17 Hans Havdal & Torhild Havnen
12 Garry Frost  
12 Mike & Jenn Studnicki
12 Ralf Lindackers  
10 Greg Fitzpatrick  
10 Don & Taffy Jones
10 Harald Schuster  
9 Hal & Deb Johnson
8 Andrew Olson  
8 John & Mary Beth Panganiban
8 Michael O’Connor  
8 John Sandrock  
8 David & Concettina Lutz
7 Emil & Suzanne Tijan
7 Jeffrey & Angela Hendry
7 Michael McGrath  
7 Bill & Lucy Evon

7 David & Jennifer Daiek
6 Eitel Dahm  
6 Scott & Cheryl Denman
6 Mark & Daena Grayell
5 Frances & Jeff Amos
5 Michael Brillati  
4 Lawrence & Mike Schmidt
4 M.Imran Qureshi  
4 James & Rita Taylor
4 Deborah Dolmage & 
 Thomas Siegner
3 Seth Sherry  
3 Karl Woods  
3 Doris Gilles  
3 Gerold & Tracey Bepler
3 Saylo Lam  
3 Brad Seitzinger  

3 Mike & Richard Whitton
3 Gerald Shohan  
3 Ross Dressel  
2 Ed Moriarty  
2 Casey & Monica Swanseger
2 Paul Rognaldsen  
2 Kevin Dillon  
2 Nate Beavers  
2 Kris Van den Brande  
2 Arthur IV & Jennifer Dahl
1 Jonathan Jacobs  
1 Scott Keefer  
1 Brian Treppa  
1 Michael Dybowski  
1 Brian Sandler  
1 Kenneth Ahn  
1 John Burton  
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Welcome 
New Members:

Ahmed Altawil
Austin Arenz
Jared Chorney
Marc Mainville

Jose Marrero (Transfer)
Cathy Sceli
David Smidt
Tyrone Vass

You know Munk's.
But do you know about

Vintage Munk's?
Restorations since 1969  

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424

THE PLACE FOR PORSCHES & PARTS
SEM/PCA members may advertise Porsche vehicles, or related parts or services— 

either “For Sale” or “Wanted”—for three months at no cost. 
Advertising will be accepted from non-members at the Editor’s discretion, space permitting, at the rate of $5.00 per issue  

for three lines, payable in advance to SEM/PCA P4, c/o Michael Cohen, 25545 Hereford Drive, Royal Oak, MI 48067
Submit all ads to michael@sem.pca.org

FOR SALE: 2001 PORSCHE 911 TURBO. 
22000 miles. Seal gray. Excellent condition. 
6 speed manual. $53,000. 
Contact Michael@sellyoursportscar.net 
or call 248-227-8604 (7/20).

FOR SALE: 2004 PORSCHE 911 TURBO CABRIOLET: 
Arctic silver metallic with black supple leather interior and black 
convertible top. 6 speed manual trans., heated seats, parking assist, 
stainless steel exhaust pipes, aluminum instrument dials, Porsche crest in 
headrest, aluminum / leather shifter, brake handle. 62,000 miles. Excellent 
condition. $48,900. 
Contact michael@sellyoursportscar.net 
or call 248-227-8604 (9/20)

LOST AND FOUND 
Missing a food storage container and serving spoon?
These items were left at the Progressive Dinner 
appetizer location.
Contact Patti Door at 248-207-7617
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Around The Zone

father’s story to the team at Porsche Cars Canada.  In the 

–

By LORI SCHUTZ, ZoNE 4 REPRESENTaTiVE

Hi Zone 4 Friends and Family, 

As one region president stated, this year has been a lot of idea, plan, organize, cancel and repeat!!  
As we all strive to stay safe and protect each other from the COVID-19 Pandemic, we try to be 
creative to stay engaged with each other and our Porsches.  Maybe some ideas to keep having 
fun- 

Tours – we all love to drive our Porsches.  How 
about go exploring and find new roads?  Then we 
can plan a tour or gimmick rally next year along 
that route?  Keep good notes of roads, interesting 
landmarks and good stopping points.  After that, 
a good wash and detail.  We all pamper our 
Porsches, right? 

SIM Racing –Visit www.PCASimRacing.org  for 
the latest.  The National team will be launching a zone and region program in the near future.  
More details will be coming soon. 

One activity that is still able to happen is the Driving Education events for solo and advanced 
drivers.  Where restrictions allow, some in-car instruction is scheduled for October.  These events 
still require volunteers, so please try to pitch in when and where it is safe. 

And then there is always more time to share 
with kids and pets – my kitten Danica is very 
helpful with landscape projects.  Let’s stay 
connected as best we can while staying safe. 
I look forward to seeing everyone as soon as 
possible. 

Lori – 
Your Proud Zone 4 Representative - 
zone4rep@national.pca.org

My kitten Danica always likes to be included, 
even when watching racing on TV or help in the yard. 

Lori’s 911 - Ready for the next tour or Show and Shine!
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Did you know PCA has its own racing series? 
PCA Club Racing has provided fantastic Porsche-only wheel to wheel racing since 1992 at tracks 
big and small across North America.

Club Racing is a place for Porsche enthusiasts to race their Porsches in a friendly, competitive environment. 
Club Racing has a class for just about every sports car Porsche has made, everything from a converted 
944 to a new Porsche Motorsport GT3 Cup is welcome. With Club Racing, you can race your Porsche on 
some of the most historic tracks in North America like Lime Rock, Watkins Glen, Road Atlanta, and 
Canadian Tire Motorsports Park.

If you are a PCA member and have a Porsche race car, come race with us. For information on how to get 
started, head over to https://pcaclubracing.org/licensing

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  https://pcaclubracing.org  
SOCIAL MEDIA:  @pcaclubracing on Facebook and Instagram  
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Our Service 
Department is Open 

7:00am-7:00pm 
Monday thru Friday 
Call for appointment 

248-645-5930

Present Coupons to 
Service Advisor

34602 WOODWARD AVE.
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 

NOTHING EVEN COMES CLOSE

PCA Club MeMber 
Service Discount

10% OFF
WITH COuPON*

(*some exclusions apply)

Valid only at Fred lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when order is written.
Not valid with any other offer.  

Tax, shop supplies and environmental charges are extra.
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